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Whereas there have been 2,600,000 deploy-
ments to Iraq and Afghanistan and more
than 500,000 soldiers have completed multiple
tours;

Whereas over 110,000 sailors have deployed
as individual augmentees in support of the
war ashore and additional sailors have de-
ployed on navy vessels serving over 180,000
days at sea, providing power projection, re-
gional stability, and global presence;

Whereas over 238,000 airmen have deployed
to Iraq and Afghanistan and more than
201,000 airmen have deployed to the Area of
Responsibility, delivering flights in support
of the war effort;

Whereas over 330,000 marines have de-
ployed afloat and ashore, ensuring peace in
some of the most dangerous provinces in Iraq
and Afghanistan;

Whereas, between January 1, 2000 and Jan-
uary 10, 2014, 287,911 cases of traumatic brain
injury (TBI), often referred to as a signature
wound of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan,
were diagnosed among members of the
Armed Forces, and approximately 7,100 cases
were classified as severe or penetrating;

Whereas of the members of the Armed
Forces who have been deployed to Iraq and
Afghanistan since October 2001, more than
6,800 have been killed in action and more
than 52,000 have been wounded in action;

Whereas United States Operation Iraqi
Freedom and Operation New Dawn combat
military operations in Iraq are complete and
United States direct military operations in
Afghanistan will end in 2014 as the United
States transitions to a training and assist-
ance role;

Whereas the sacrifices of United States
servicemembers and their families during
the last 13 years should be recognized by all
citizens of the United States;

Whereas November 11, 1918, is generally re-
garded as the end of hostilities in World War
I, and Veterans Day has been a legal holiday
since May 13, 1938, when it was originally
dedicated as ‘‘Armistice Day’’ to honor vet-
erans of World War I and was subsequently
amended to honor United States veterans of
all wars in 1954; and

Whereas November 11th is the day for the
nation to reflect on the service and sacrifice
of every generation of veterans: Now, there-
fore be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes Veterans Day 2014 as a spe-
cial ‘“Welcome Home Commemoration’ for
all who have served in the United States
Armed Forces since September 14, 2001;

(2) promotes awareness of the services and
contributions of all post-9/11 veterans; and

(3) encourages communities in the United
States to plan activities for Veterans Day
2014 to honor and support all who have
served during this time and to provide citi-
zens of the United States an opportunity to
present unified recognition of the service
and sacrifices of post-9/11 veterans.

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I rise to
talk about an American memory and
the absence of a memory, and the les-
son I draw both from the memory and
the absence compels me to submit a
resolution.

First, the memory. I would submit
that the most known photograph in the
history of the United States is the Al-
fred Eisenstadt photo of an American
sailor kissing a woman in Times
Square on V-J Day, August 14, 1945, at
the end of World War II. If one Googles
“V-J Day photo,” you will find more
than 31 million links. Joy, celebration,
gratitude—the photo says it all.

It was important to celebrate the end
of that war and to thank those from
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that ‘‘greatest generation” who had
made it possible by serving, and we
have continued to celebrate them,
most recently in the recent commemo-
ration of the 70th anniversary of D-day.

Now the absence of a memory.

Where was that photo, where was
that iconic moment of joy and celebra-
tion at the end of the Vietnam war?
There was none. No iconic photo, no
ritual moment of celebration and
thanks—and that was a mistake.

This generation of Americans has
lived through a war that began in the
days after 9/11. I recently heard a stu-
dent about the same age as our pages
say, ‘“While I don’t know war, all I've
known is war.”

The combination of Operations En-
during Freedom, Iraqi Freedom, and
New Dawn has lasted 13 years. It is the
longest period of war in the history of
the United States.

During these 13 years of war, over 2.5
million Americans have been deployed
to Iraq and Afghanistan, hundreds of
thousands completing multiple tours.
This is from an all-volunteer force that
comprises less than 1 percent of the
American population.

More than 6,800 of our armed services
have been Kkilled in action, and more
than 52,000 have been wounded in ac-
tion.

Now this long period of war and sac-
rifice is coming to an end. U.S. combat
operations in Iraq ceased in 2011, and
all U.S. combat operations in Afghani-
stan will end this year, by the end of
2014.

Of course, while the combat mission
may end, the sense of duty of our serv-
icemembers continues and global chal-
lenges continue and U.S. troops will re-
main in Afghanistan in noncombat po-
sitions, just as U.S. troops remained in
Germany and Japan and Korea in non-
combat posts.

But in a deep and fundamental way,
2014 represents the end of a momentous
and generation-defining war. The ques-
tion for this generation of Americans
is: How will we commemorate the end
of this war?

When the war started, it started with
a catastrophic attack on the World
Trade Center and on the Pentagon in
Virginia, with solemn speeches by the
President to Congress and to the Amer-
ican public—whether delivered in the
Capitol or standing on piles of rubble
at Ground Zero—with Congress debat-
ing and voting to do the most serious
thing the Nation does, which is go to
war.

It began as serious undertakings
should—with a sense of seriousness and
purpose and even ritual. That is how
this war began in America.

How will we choose to end it? Will we
take steps to publicly commemorate
the end of the war or will we just allow
the important moment to pass,
unacknowledged and unrecognized,
with no iconic moment or memory?
Will we celebrate with and thank those
who have served or will we just turn
our attention to the next headline or
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the next issue or the next scandal or
the next crisis?

I believe that as a generation we do
not want to repeat the mistake of the
Vietnam era and allow the sacrifice of
so0 many to just pass unnoticed. So, to-
gether with my cosponsors Senators
BURR and BLUMENTHAL, I submit today
a resolution calling on the Nation to
hold the special ‘“‘welcome home’ com-
memoration on Veterans Day 2014.

November 11 is the day we honor the
sacrifice and service of every genera-
tion of American veterans. November
11, 1918, was generally regarded as the
end of hostilities in World War I, and
since 1938 America has paused on No-
vember 11 to recognize veterans of all
wars. This year, after 13 years of war,
we wanted to designate November 11,
2014, as a special ‘“‘welcome home’’ com-
memoration for all who have served in
the military since September 11.

We submit this resolution with the
strong support of veterans organiza-
tions—the American Legion, the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, and the Viet-
nam Veterans of America. The resolu-
tion promotes special awareness of our
post-9/11 veterans. It encourages com-
munities in the United States to plan
activities for Veterans Day 2014 with a
special focus on honoring and sup-
porting those who served during this
time.

I imagine, as mayor, that the Pre-
siding Officer had Veterans Day com-
memorations in Newark. As Governor,
we have them in Virginia, and commu-
nities all over the country are right
now planning what they will do on No-
vember 11, 2014. This provides our citi-
zens with a formal opportunity to
present a unified recognition all across
this country, at a designated moment,
of the sacrifices made by our ‘‘greatest
generation.”

This resolution is not all we must do
for our post-9/11 veterans. We owe them
a better VA system. We owe them a job
market that understands and values
their skills. And with so many of our
colleagues, we will keep working on
those issues.

This resolution doesn’t stand for the
end of wars or conflicts. The daily pa-
pers will always be filled with wars and
rumors of wars around the globe, and
we know American troops will con-
tinue to stand ready to serve in harm’s
way for our best values. But for every-
thing there is a season, and this year
where we finish the war started earlier
in this millennium, it is time to wel-
come home our post-9/11 veterans, to
shine a light on their honor and sac-
rifice, to celebrate with those who have
borne the battle, and to remember with
affection those who will never return.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 480—EX-
PRESSING CONDOLENCES AND
SUPPORTING ASSISTANCE FOR
THE VICTIMS OF THE HISTORIC

FLOODING IN THE WESTERN
BALKANS
Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr.

PORTMAN, and Mr. MURPHY) submitted
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the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. RES. 480

Whereas record rainfall beginning on May
13, 2014, has led to widespread flooding in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Republic of Cro-
atia, and the Republic of Serbia, causing
thousands of landslides, massive destruction,
and loss of life;

Whereas by May 22, 2014, the flooding
caused over 40 deaths and impacted over
500,000 people across the region, particularly
in western Serbia and eastern Bosnia and
Herzegovina;

Whereas the equivalent of 3 months of rain
fell during the course of 3 days, making this
the worst flooding event in Serbia and Bos-
nia and Herzegovina in 120 years;

Whereas the flooding has left thousands of
people stranded in their homes waiting for
assistance, displaced, or without shelter;

Whereas according to the International
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies, 300,000 people in Serbia and 50,000
people in Bosnia and Herzegovina were left
without clean water or electricity;

Whereas the Foreign Ministry of Bosnia
and Herzegovina has reported that the flood-
ing rendered 100,000 buildings unusable,
caused 500,000 people to evacuate or flee their
homes, and prompted 14 municipalities to de-
clare a state of emergency;

Whereas the Government of Serbia has de-
scribed the situation in that country as
‘“‘catastrophic’, and estimates that at least
25,000 people have been forced to evacuate,
particularly in the town and municipality of
Obrenovac, and that the flooding has caused
over 100,000,000 Euros ($140,000,000) in damage
to the Kolubara coal mine that supplies the
Nikola Tesla power plants;

Whereas soldiers and energy workers
scrambled to erect sandbag barriers to pro-
tect the Kostolac power plant and the Nikola
Tesla power plants, which provide half of the
country’s electricity, from the waters of the
flooded Sava, Kolubara, and Tamnava Riv-
ers;

Whereas, according to the International
Medical Corps, as many as 120,000 landmines
remaining from the Balkan conflicts of the
1990s may have been lost or dislodged due to
landslides, causing great concern for public
safety;

Whereas the United States Government
has approved or provided $2,060,000 in funds
through the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development’s Office of United
States Foreign Disaster Assistance, the De-
partment of Defense, and the Under Sec-
retary of Public Diplomacy and Public Af-
fairs for the Republic of Serbia.

Whereas the United States Government
has provided $2,740,000 in humanitarian as-
sistance to Bosnia and Herzegovina; and

Whereas the Governments and people of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Republic of Cro-
atia, and the Republic of Serbia share an in-
creasing commitment to core democratic
values, reconciliation, and European integra-
tion: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses deep sympathy to all those af-
fected by the flooding in the Western Bal-
kans for the terrible loss of life and massive
destruction;

(2) expresses solidarity with the people of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Republic of Cro-
atia, and the Republic of Serbia, as well as a
continued desire to provide assistance to
help their countries recover from this nat-
ural disaster;

(3) expresses ongoing support for humani-
tarian and reconstruction assistance pro-
vided by relief agencies and the inter-
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national community as immediate and long-
term needs are identified;

(4) commends local authorities, first re-
sponders and rescue personnel, NGOs, volun-
teers, and everyday citizens for their efforts
to organize and deliver disaster relief to
communities in need across Bosnia and
Herzegovina, the Republic of Croatia, and
the Republic of Serbia;

() commends the United States Govern-
ment agencies, including USAID and the De-
partment of Defense, for their response to
the natural disaster; and

(6) urges additional assistance by other na-
tions and organizations as needed to allevi-
ate the difficult circumstances and suffering
of the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the
Republic of Croatia, and the Republic of Ser-
bia, and to assist them in their recovery ef-
forts.

——
AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED
SA 3290. Mrs. FISCHER submitted an

amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill H.R. 4660, making appropriations
for the Departments of Commerce and Jus-
tice, Science, and Related Agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2015, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 3291. Mr. HELLER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3244 submitted by Ms. MIKUL-
SKI and intended to be proposed to the bill
H.R. 4660, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 3292. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 4660, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3293. Mr. BROWN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 4660, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3294. Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr.
KIRK, Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. MCCAIN, Ms. AYOTTE,
Mr. WARNER, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr.
CoOATSs, and Mrs. FEINSTEIN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3244 submitted by Ms. MIKUL-
SKI and intended to be proposed to the bill
H.R. 4660, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 3295. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill H.R. 4660, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3296. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill H.R. 4660, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3297. Mr. TOOMEY (for himself and Mr.
CRAPO) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed to amendment SA 3244 sub-
mitted by Ms. MIKULSKI and intended to be
proposed to the bill H.R. 4660, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3298. Mr. TOOMEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 4660, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3299. Mr. TOOMEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 4660, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3300. Mr. TOOMEY (for himself and Mr.
BO0OZMAN) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 4660,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3301. Mr. TOOMEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 4660, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3302. Mr. HELLER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
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amendment SA 3244 submitted by Ms. MIKUL-
SKI and intended to be proposed to the bill
H.R. 4660, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 3303. Mr. HELLER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3244 submitted by Ms. MIKUL-
SKI and intended to be proposed to the bill
H.R. 4660, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 3304. Mr. HELLER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3244 submitted by Ms. MIKUL-
SKI and intended to be proposed to the bill
H.R. 4660, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 3305. Mr. LEE (for himself and Mr. VIT-
TER) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 4660,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3306. Mrs. MURRAY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3244 submitted by Ms. MIKUL-
SKI and intended to be proposed to the bill
H.R. 4660, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 3307. Mr. MANCHIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 4660, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3308. Mr. MURPHY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3244 submitted by Ms. MIKUL-
SKI and intended to be proposed to the bill
H.R. 4660, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 3309. Mr. HARKIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 3244 submitted by Ms. MIKULSKI and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill H.R. 4660,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3310. Mr. FLAKE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 3244 submitted by Ms. MIKULSKI and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill H.R. 4660,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3311. Mr. FLAKE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 3244 submitted by Ms. MIKULSKI and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill H.R. 4660,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3312. Mr. FLAKE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 3244 submitted by Ms. MIKULSKI and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill H.R. 4660,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3313. Mr. FLAKE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 3244 submitted by Ms. MIKULSKI and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill H.R. 4660,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3314. Mr. FLAKE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 3244 submitted by Ms. MIKULSKI and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill H.R. 4660,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3315. Mr. FLAKE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 3244 submitted by Ms. MIKULSKI and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill H.R. 4660,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3316. Mr. FLAKE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 3244 submitted by Ms. MIKULSKI and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill H.R. 4660,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3317. Mr. FLAKE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 3244 submitted by Ms. MIKULSKI and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill H.R. 4660,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3318. Mr. FLAKE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 3244 submitted by Ms. MIKULSKI and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill H.R. 4660,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3319. Mr. FLAKE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
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